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SERMON, ^c. 



ISAIAH, Chip. '^U. Vtt. 10. 

<ING UNTO THB LORD A MBW 80N0, AND HIS 
PRAISB FROM TUB BND OF THB BARTH : TB 
THAT OO DOWN TO THB SB^^ AND ALL THAT 
19 THBRBIN; THB ISLBS AND THB INHABI« 
I^ANTS THBRBOF. 

r 

DID we heat the voice of the Prophet at this 
inftant, fpcaking in thofe energetic terms ; 
did we fee his venerable form and his perfuafivc 
manner, Ihould we not be impreffed with awe and 
reverence, and conclude that he was fent on a fo- 
lemn miffion to ns; to call to our remembrance 
the favours we have received, and the duty of 
thanks which we owe to our Almighty Bene- 
faftor ? 

And do we not ftiU hear him in his fublime in- 
vocation^ and can we refufe to apply it to our 
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oyjm partictikr cafe and nation? The facred 
Penmen are now no more ; but their conunands 
are of perpetual obligiition^ becaufe they flow 
from the fpirit of truth, and are infpired by that 
God, who is everlafting. Let not, then, the dif- 
tance of tfeoe oi jplade wfcakeii the force of the 
Scripture precepts, nor lead us to fuppofe that we 
were not equally in the contemplation of the Pro- 
phets and Apolfles'witti tKble to whom they im- 
mediately addrefled themfelves, and equally called 
upon to profit by Jtbdk ptomvkf^ their invitations, 
and their threatenings. 

* Lightfy as the comforts of VeftgiOn may be ef- 

teemed bya giddy worli in general, and fuperci- 

lioufly as the Divine Oracles ^wre treated by fome 

who are wife in their own concfeit, but want the 

.wifdom that is from on high^ may it^ t^rthe-cod 

,of time, be the pride and the hi^inefe of this na- 

j^On, to ^ftt aU to God — ^to have a holy reliance 

'on him for Aj|j|>art in trouble, and -a grateful 

.ienfe of all the mereits iie has voBchfafed to us, 

wiuch not only "our Fathers have told us of,'^ 

but whidb "we have feen wk-h out own eyes.*' 

Happy the people, who in the hoar of c^amity 
can lay hold of an Almighty friend, who can fay 
of their ehemy, in tlie wotds of Heaekiah, ^^ with 
^^ him is an lamof iieAi, but with us ^b the living. 

^God, 
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^ Hod, CO kdp Uiy and to figbl qor batdfs.'^ 
Ifi^pjr «b^ prayle^ wfa^^ having witncifed the in« 
ttr^fitim of heaves in their defence^ give Gro4 
the ^orf { and w^le they l)oi^oar the inftnimfntt 
of his power and his bouaty^ with a finn £uth» 
rtpoiSl their fbtoqe tmft ^^ on the rock of ages.^* 

Under ihe Jewifli 4i^ienfiition^ we hare fre^ 
<|aent lAftBhces of pi^lic and private thanjifgivr 
ingi for £gnal ntiercics. Mofes (ang prai&s to 
Oody with the Ifraditee^ immediately after the 
^eat deliveiance from the Egyptian bondagp^ 
and Ihe pa&ge of the Red Sea. The foog of 
Deborah and Barak is fuM of the nobleft fend- 
fnen^ of gratitude to God, to whom the viAory 
orerStfcra was jnfHy afcribed. The pious David, 
in the fuUimeft fbains of devotion, celebrates the 
jgoodnefs of the Lord on a variety of interefting 
occafions; and ev^n Nebuchadnexzar, who, for 
pride, had been degraded to the vileft condi- 
tion, when he found his underftanding reftored, 
^^ bleffed the Moil High, and praifed and ho- 
^ noured him, whofe* dominion is an everlafting 
^ dominion, and his kingdom from generation to 
*** generation." 

Sut it is fupecAuous to cite more proofs of this 

fateful difpofition, from Jewifh or Pagan hiftory. 

All nations, in aU ages of the world, ti^ough they 

B 4 might 
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might be ignmiat of tile trufi.God^ hajr^^enter^ 
tamed (bme notions of a foperior powtr^ wd hat^ 
gladly paid ihcirradtnowledgod deity tb$i t]i)>»t9 
of praife, vhealhey; participaj^ed in bl^fiin^^^Of 
experienced delire^ance fromiiUs. i^:ih4U 
ChriftiaJDs l»e unnund&ilof ftA^fi/|terM&ig:F^Or 
vidence, and of the greater obligations they arc 
4ihder^ to neturn the rhomige'of l6ve and thidlkf- 
^ving when they receive fevotirs, and caaUot hut 
confeCi to whom alone they owe them? .Weare 
ikvoured with all the illumination of divine kbow^ 
ledge^ with all the profpedts that can eleVate the 
himian mind, and fix it on the auth^or of good : 
we have promifes to animate our hopes^ and to 
-excite our beft endeavour? ; and if we n^e^ qm 
duty, we have neither the plea of ignorance, ,ngr 
want of encouragement. '^Sing,** then, *^ unto 
** the Lord a new fqng, and his praife from thje 
^^ ends of the earth : ye that go down, to the fea, 
" and all that is therein; the i|les and the inhabi- 
" tants thereof." 

Affembled this day under the piousi aufpices of 
^our earthly Sovereign, let iis fervently join with 
him in the duty which he has recommended by 
his authority and enforced by his example, of pay^ 
, ingour vows to the King of Kings, for his late gra- 
cious alliftance, and for all the mercies we enjoy; 
and that we may perform this with a more lively 

zeal. 
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Zfal^ and sitkort pcr&6l fenfe of its propriety, let 
us bricfi)^ review fome of the diftinguifhed bkff- 
ings we pb^efs^ not oi^Iy as men^ but as a nation; 
and thence be led to prove ourielves worthy of 
their being entailed on us and on our lateft pofte- 
xity. 

As men, we^we the warmeft praife and thankf- 

^ving to the Mmighty, at all times and feafons ; 

becaufe he is the author of our being, and has 

endowed us with knowledge, to trace out his ways, 

and to meditate on the wondrous operations of 

his hands. The breath he hath given us ihould 

be fpent in his praife, and every faculty ihould be 

devoted to his fervice. Mere exiftence however, 

•the ufe of rcafon, the food and raiment with 

which he vouchfafes to nourifh and to clothe our 

frail bodies, in commpn with the generality of the 

.hunun race, are not the lingular bleffings, great 

•as they muft appear to every intelligent mind, 

which claim our peculiar thanks. 

We have many advantages as a nation, which 
tend to fweeten the enjoyment of life itfelf, and 
to endear our country to us. This conlideration 
ought to furnifh a new fource of habitual thankf- 
giving, and to infpire us with a refolution to 
maintain the pofleflion of our happy lot, and to 
tranfmit it to our defcendants, unimpaired. And 

this 
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this can only be done by a duu iittprmremcnt oT 
our tem^ral bleffingd, and by nmkin^ them fiib* 
fement to the honour of God/ and die good of 
eur fellow creatures. 

By the indulgent difpenfation of the Almigiitfy 
we have the good fortune to inhabit a land of 
riches and plenty^ ^^ wh^xc the bu^rt&& yickl their 
increaie^'' and the peafant rejdces in the fniup 
^ his labour; where the climate is equally fiUDOte 
from the octremes of heat and colc^ vlicce «e 
are neither annoyed by favage beafts aor renOi- 
mous reptiles, and where e^^ery thing that can 
embellifh life> or render it deiir^ble, is difiuied 
,with a liberal hand. How «re we to evince our 
thankfulnefs for this ? Not by rain boaltitig or 
arrogant pride> as if we were the itfbkers of «ur 
cwn <ieftiny ; but by enjoying the bleffings of our 
lituatdon with reafon and moderation, and^mpaft- 
ing of our abundance to the neceffitous. — By 
avoiding luxury, profligacy, and iloth, and an 
oblivion of Him, who has benignantly granted us 
fuch good things to enjoy. 

lliat learning and knowledge, the elegant and 
-the ufeful arts, have been cultivated among us with 
the utmoft fuccefs; that the human mind has, in 
this happy ifland, made the greateft poflible ad- 
advances to perfection, are truths inconteftible, 

and 
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and ^uk us as t nadon abort all otitert <m the 

iMe.of tlie globe« But in the pride of fcience^ 

Jet VIS dunk and dA with kmility ; and if God 

bsMs been pleafed to ihed a hrighler illiimtnation 

-on tHur minds, kt ud not confine It within bur 

-breailBybtit let us ftrive to commuiiicafte it to the 

i g no tant: and inftead of tyrannising over tfae 

"Woak, br ica&n^ at the limpk, let us be gcate&l 

!for oor own fuperior unddibnding, and ihidy to 

hecomt wife in matMrs of untverfai ki^rtance^ 

4did to the utmoft of our ahilttks to make others 

ib^ Tims wHl ovr acquirements be truly honour-i 

able>to OttffelTes aatid adrantageous to others ; and 

the il|nrtt of knowledge will be ihewn to be under 

the imfhsence of the fpint of God. 

While many nations fit in the darknefs of Pa- 
gan ignorance, or under the delufion of Maho- 
mt^tfi fuperftition, it is our felicity to enjoy the 
glorious light of the Go^pd, and the knowledge 
tif our Redeemer Jeius Chrift, unmixed with the 
decqpti^^ ^kfPk^ of artful and defigmng men. 
Let -us ihew our (gratitude for this ineftimable 
bldffing, by waikii^ tin the truth with purity and 
circnmfpe<%ion ourfelves; and by leading thofe 
who ore aftray, in the fpirit of love and meeknefs, 
nitothe right path that conduits to eternal falva- 
tion. lict us, while we congratulate ourfelves.on 
the happy effefta of our reformation^firom the grofs 

errors 
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ttroTs of popery, and from a himiiliating depend^ 
ence on a foreign priefl, be careful to maintua 
;our principles, and to follow the Scriptures, as 
the guide of our condudl and the rule of our 
faith. And at the fame time that we are animat- 
ed with the love of truth, let us avoid that ihtem^ 
perate zeal, which favours more of a fpirit of con* 
jtention than a fenfe of ChrifHan duty. Taught 
by our Church to believe nothing as an article of 
.feithy except what may be proved from holy 
writ, let us neither wreft it from its plain and ol>- 
vious meaning, nor allow tradition to fupply the 
place of gofpel demonflration. But above, all, 
let us apply its pure and unerring precepts to 
thofe praAical purpofes of which they, are fo 
univerfally fufceptible — *^ to do good, to love 
** mercy, and to walk humbly with our God/* 

Liberty founded on order, the blifs of bliiles be* 
low, has, by the kind providence of God, been fe- 
cured to us, and is the birth-right and unalienable 
inheritance of every native of this favoured king- 
dom, whatever may be his rank, his pofleffions, or 
his abilities. It has been preferved and handed 
down to us by our valiant anceftors, in fpite of the 
frowns of tyrants and the machinations of policy. 
It is foimded on the adamantine coliunn of rea- 
f(^, by making the intereft of the fovereign and 
the fubjedi the fame ; and is guaranteed to us by 
c . . ' a mild 
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a mild and well tempered government, which is 
equally inimical to illiberal reftraint and iavage 
mnarchy. While the juft and equitable laws \m^ 
der which we live, guard our own perfons and pro- 
perty from violation, they are equally careful to 
prevent us from injuring the perfons, or infring- 
ing the property of others. Without this reci- 
procal a<^on and re-a6l:ion of legal inftitution, 
the beft framed plans of human policy cannot 
enfure happinefs, and freedom itfelf becomes a 
dangerous poifon. 

In a neighbouring nadon, we have fecn the 
moft execrable tyrants that ever difgraced or de- 
graded human nature, and who have committed 
atrocities under the maik of liberty, at which 
defpotifin would have revolted, tantalizing and 
deluding the ignorant multitude with a profti- 
tuted name, while the vital principle is loft. 

" They call it freedom^ while themfclves arc freci^'— 

free to ravage and deftroy — free to break 
through every barrier that the policy of man, 
or the injunAion of the Supreme, have cfta- 
blifhed as a fafeguard from crimes. From fuch 
freedom, that fports with life — that violates pro- 
perty — ^that tears afunder every tie that binds 
man to fociety, or links him to heaven, God Al- 
mighty prcfervc us ! May we never taftc the hit- 
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ter fruiti of democratic Hcentioiiibefiij nor mix 
the cup of blood. May we refleA on our owa 
well-balanced conftitation with coti{ciou3 pride ; 
and while we contemplate the dreadful confe- 
quences of unbridled licence, which haa oyernui 
a great part of Europe, form the ftedfafl: refolU'- 
tion, never to be feduced from our duty to the 
beft of kings, and to that goyernment which af- 
fure^ us all that is compatible with the real wel* 
fare of man, in a ftat^ of poliihed focicty *• 

Have 

* To the reficAiog oiiod> the awful fcenes that have paOed 
on the coDtinent will not be deftitute of improvement. Prori* 
^nce, which " from feeming evil dill educes good,** may pro- 
bably have intended that we (hould profit at the expence of our 
rival Prance, and that we ihoukl leap experieiioe horn tier er« 
nn and her crimes. Indeed moral inftruAion was oeter com^ 
ttnmicated in a louder voice, or written in mose legible cbarae«> 
ten. The dfeadful c£re6ls of national eonvulfions are here pour*- 
trayed in attitudes that cannot allure, and in colours that cannot 
deceive. The mad infatuation of the lower clafles, in th4t de- 
voted country, who only ferved as a ladder for the demagogues 
to rife, and then were thrown afide like ufeleif IbAldtng, wiien 
the istnc was &ppo(ed to be reared, may teach the poapk of 
eveiy natteii to avoid the ibares wbiob the artfiil ^pncad taeotcap 
them; and convince them, that iheir fate will ever be the fiune, 
when they prefume to lay unhallowed hands on the confUtution 
of their country. That they now enjoy no more than a nominal 
liberty in Prance, is a fa^ too apparent to deceive the m<A pit* 
^uftioed. ThermpoffibiHty of«fiaUlinngagovemme0t,piii)e]^ 
fcpfefentattTc^ haa been pvtred by tho6 who ficft adaptol the 

chimera» 
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Have wc not juft rcafon for thankfgiving on 

this fubjcft too ? Ought not " the ifles and the 

*^ inhabitants thereof* to be grateful to God, for 

ordering their lot, where no proud oppreffor can 

do them wrong — no reftlcfs innovator efcape the 

Contempt of the wife, and the reprobation of the 

virtuous ? Infenfate muft that heart be, that 

would wifli to endanger the public fecurity for 

the attainment of any vifionary good; and crmxi- 

nal muft he be, who would not unite in repelling 

infolent aggreffion and vindictive rage, to rob us 

and our poftefity for ever, of all that has raifed 

us to eng^nce in the fcale of nations, of all that 

fweetens the fruition of life, and renders us the 

objeAs of envy to our very foes. 

ctiimera, and who fpeedily iaw its futilitj. What influence 
hare the primaiy aifemblies on the deliberations of gorem- 
tnetit) Little or none. They who are deftitute of property will 
ever be at the beck of fuch as pofTefs it ; and they can only be 
ufed as engines to promot^ the interefl or wiihes of their fup»- 
riors» hy returning them or their friends as electors. 

The ekAiTe firanchife is unquei(ioiial4y an invaluable privi- 
lege;, when placed in independent hands ; but (hould it ever de« 
fccnd to the majfe of the people, in this or any other country, it 
would only exidt the conlequence of the ambitions and artful 
demagogue, withoixt confening a ^gle benefit on thenUelvcf . 
It would even rtttder them obnojaous to infults, perplexities, 
oiiid lodes^ «f whieh, fortonatdy for ihe»felves> they have now 
Holder aiMl Whiohl truft th^ will never kntw by dear bou^^t 
experience. 

If 
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If each of the advantages I have enumerated, 
which belong to us as a nation, and I might ^alily 
have increafed the catalogue, deferves our grati- 
tude to heaven, and binds us in indiflbluble 
bands to our country, how much ought the ag- 
gregrate to afFeA us ? How thankful ought we 
to be, that hitherto we have not loft one of theni, 
and that the machinations of our enemies have 
been turned to their own deftrudlion, whenever 
they have aimed to deprive us of our rights, or to 
invade our territories. 

The lignal vicSlories which we this day com- 
memorate, gained on our native element, ought 
to infpire us with the well grounded hope, that 
they are only the earneft of that complete fuc- 
cefs which will crown our endeavours, whenever 
dur adverfaries attempt to put their malignant 
threats in execution. 

But to prove ourfelves worthy of the mercies 
we have received, and to afliirc a continuance of 
them, till the prefent awful conteft is at an end, 
let us ferioufly refieA, that it behoves us to con- 
duct ourfelves, as thofe who are confcious, " that 
^' the Lord is nigh to all that call i:q>on him, to 
^* all that call upon him in truth, that he will 
" fulfil the defire of thofe that fear him, that he 
** will alfo hear their cry, and will fave them.'* 

While 
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While we feel it our bounden duty to be thank* 
fill and to exprjefs our gratitude with our lips^ let 
usrenieinber tbatwe cannot really honour God^un- 
lefs we ftudy to make our hearts and our ways right 
before him. Our devotion is then only genuine^ 
when it flows from a love and obedience to hit 
laws ; and the momentary impulfe of praife ihould 
be kept awake and made a fixed principle of our 
lives, if we hope to render ourfelvcs obje As, de* 
ferving the continued favour and protection of 
the Moil High. 

At this ftage of the conteft, I truft, I need not 
labour to make you fenfible, that the war we now 
wage is the moft awful and important of any in 
which we were ever engaged. After a generous 
but ineffedlual flxuggle to refcue other nations 
firom the overwhelming torrent, we now combat 
fblely for ourfelves. We do not fight for glory, 
for conqueft, for ambition, felf-intereft, or re- 
venge ; we are only contending for our exiftencc 
as an independent nation ; — for our laws, liberty, 
religion, and homes ; — for the dearefl: pledges of 
our afie<Sbion ; and for that property, be it fmall 
or great, which we legally polTefs, and which our 
enemies wilh to wrefl from our grafp. 

Whatever burdens the neceflities of the ftate im- 
poie.upon us, and great and unexampled they un- 

C doubtedly 
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doubtedly are, kt us bear them witfiout rekic- 
tanoi^ to the beft of our abilities. To keep the 
horrors of war from our borders, is the fole tirt, 
of government ; to gain us peimaneat fecurity is 
the objo^ to T^rtiich all its exenioni ave diretfted. 
in this view, who^ can withhold- Ih5 perfonid or 
pecuniary afl^^ice^ who does ndt avow hkn&lf 
a traitor to his country, and the abettor of its in* 
vctcrate fees ! The adverfery we^ have to con* 
tend with is not a(!luated by coifimon motives of 
hoflility, nor carries on war by cosimon whcMs. 
The die is now caft — ^the maflc is thrown ofF — 
the fubtcif uge& of cunning are no longer refitted 
to. We are told in explicit terans^ that our con* 
fkitutioA, our glory, our power muft fall ; — that 
we muft fubmit to uncondttional terms, and re^ 
lign our long acquired empire over the feas ; — or 
in other words, that Britain and France cannot 
exift in the fame hemifphere, and that the de* 
ftruiflion of the one mull be the pledge of the 
other's fccurity,- 

Much as we muft deplore that we are obliged 
to combat with an enemy, ^^ who,'* to adopt the 
language of the infpired Daniel, fo applicable to the 
prelent tirne^ ** through his Foti-CY Ihall canfe 
" CRAFT to profper, and by peace Ihall deftroy 
^* many.;'" ftill We ought to derive fome^confola- 
tion from tl^ nefto^on,that wte'httvefefs to'dread 

from 
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form hU open violence than his infidious friend- 
flup. The &te oC the reft of Europe, which haa 
uAfomaately been cajokd by vagoe but axtful 
fHTofcffiotis^ Tcada an awful ledbu to us ^^ not to 
^^ pat our tnift in man but in the livipg God/' 
^ Truft ye/' then, ^* in the Lord for ever, for in 
** the Lord Jehovah is everlafting ftrength/' 

JuijDy a9 we honour the agents in the hands of 
God, who have been the haj^y infbrum^nts of 
our deliverance from impending dangers, let us 
not from thence be vainly induced to depend 
^^ on the arm of fielh/' but on Him, who can de- 
feat the bcft laid pkuis, difcomiit the ftrongefl 
force, tender wifdom, folly, and courage, raihnefs. 
'* The race is not always to the fwift, nor the bat- 
*^ tie to the ftrong." An omnifcient eye fees all 
the relations of things ; an Almighty arm directs 
ert^s as it pleafel ; and natural caufes are only 
emanations of His will who orders all for the beft, 
though, fhtHTt-^lighted man cannot always pierce 
the impending gloom, nor trace the power that 
manages the florm. 

But while we profefs to believe in a Sovereign 
Ruler, who alone can render our efforts propi- 
tious, it is ncverthelcfs ihcimibent on us to ufe 
thole means which Providence has. put into our 

C a ^ power — 
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power — to guard our coafts from annoyance^ 
and to be rigilant to repel the firft attempts 
againft our quiet and indej)endence. In Ihort, 
while we in all things retain a humble reliance on 
the Divine favour and prote<ftiott, riot to be want- 
ing to ourfelves nor (lack in our enideavours* 

And nothing can more efFedtually fruftrate the 
defigns of our foes, than a cordial co*operation of 
all parties in the defence of bur conunon coun- 
try. To fow diflcnfion between the rulers and 
the ruled, the government and its fubjeAs, has 
been the too fuccefsful policy of our adverfa* 
Ties ; and by this means one half of the nation 
they have overrun, has been armed againil the 
other. 

Peftiferous, however, as their principles may 
be, and foothing to the e^rs of ignorance as they 
undoubtedly are, I cannot fuppofe, that there is 
one Briton born, who would lend a helping hand, 
a favouring voice, to the deftruftion of his coun- 
try; who would not, on the contrary, forget the 
little animofities which difturb men in the beft 
ordered ftate of fociety, and zealouily join in pio- 
tefting his native foil from the devaftation of 
war, from the pillage of property, from the pol- 
lution of virtue, and the deftruAion of thofe fa- 
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cred rights^ which his anceftors hare fetled witir 
their blood*. 

I have a better opinion of the patriotifm of my^ 
countrymen than for a moment to apprehend, 
that however they may dtifer about matters o£ 
trivial import, they will not be united in eilen-^ 
rials, whenever the crifis approaches. I fee thofe' 
generous, but fometimes deluded men, who arc 
purfuing chimeras, when danger is at a diftanc^' 
and amuUng their heads with fine fpun theories 
of fancied, but unattainable perfcdion, in govern- 
ment, ftart at the firft real infult to our ihores, 
tind laying afide the petty fquabbles which agi** 
tate idle minds, r\iih to partake in the glory of 
our mutual defence. 

What ! Shall the defcendants of thofe who ne* 
ver could brook a domeftic tyrant, fubmit to rc- 

* The impoiic7» the gtob impolkT* of dividiDg this nation 
into ^vourecs and opponents of the French revolution^ eveiy 
day becomes more apparent. Call a man an " incorrigible Ja« 
•** cotin/ and you certainly make him fo. Fal/i principles, 
though they ought to be expofcd, arc only propagated by the 
Tinilence of mifapplied inreftive ^ and I truft Frifub prindpks 
will nerer be juftly imputed to anyconfiderable number of /Wwl* 
hg men, in this kingdom. It is the duty of evciy good fubjeft 
to conciliate^ not to divide. 
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ctive thtlBm from infoleot and iniidious fo- 
reigners ? from that very nation which they have 
always fpurned for its duplicity, and ridiculed 
f<nr its QQWMdtce ? Shall the pVtin integrity, the 
MbAe&pmg boAour of Britpns, be dupe4 by 
the ATti^ec of d^ofe who never could conquer 
them by fordeof arms? No! .1 augur better 
tbiagp of the fenfe and l^rit of my country. 
And if ev^ ^erc was a period in the hiftory of 
tbt» natio^^ in which unanimity was more pecu* 
liaHy roquifite, it i? the prefcnt;— if ever there 
w«$ % period in which dl perfonal refentments. 
and jdl pajty attachi^ients Should be abforbed in 
the public good, it is the prefemt ;•— if ever there 
xns ^ period vi^en it bec^nie a. fclemn duty to 
unite with one heart and one hand^ to ihew the 
enemy the futility of their plans, and the vanity 
of ^ir hopes^ it is the prefent. 

On the prefent momentous crifis, the fate of 
durfHves and our lateft pofterity depends ; aftd 
he who cramps the energy of government, when 
dir^ifted to the great objeft of our defence, or 
does not lend his a6tive and voluntary aid to 
ftreagt^en its arm, will not only be guilty in the 
eyes of his cotemporaries, but of millions un- 
born. 
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1^'bt it ffom mo «o recocbmdnd a cnifadi 
tigMift any independent nation, hcMtrct delete-^ 
mm its priQeii4e$ or criminal lift imemal coni* 
^kk€k. For the I<fllic6'' or tlie crimes of other 
countries we canndt be refponfible; Fiar be k 
ttifOi me^ either in this place or in my prirt^ ca^ 
padty, to exuh in any viAory, etcept what ia 
^ned on purely defenfive ground, or to unyoke 
^ the God of battle^** to fupport riews of aggnmi- 
diMment^ even ttt the expence of our moft iare- 
terate foes. AggrelfiTC war is ib repo^iant txythe 
mkl fpirit of Chriftianity, that I c«inAot regard it 
wttKout horror. I bewail its un^mely vi^Hms;-^ 
I figh for the defola^n it ocCafiom ; but neither 
religion nor reafon forbid us to be ftrenuons in 
protefting our own lives, rights, and properties, 
or in carrying that deftru45lion to ^e cdaRa of our 
enemy, which he meditates to bring on otirt» 
Self--defence is the firft law of nature ; anderery 
law of utipencerted nature, under the limitatiom 
which religion and fociety ha\:e eftablilhed, be<- 
comes, a £aicred duty. 

Such being our fituation — while #e put up 
our fervent prayers for fucccfs in all our lawiul 
enterprifes, both by Tea and land, and return thfc 
Almighty our warhieft and moft pious thanks for 
the gracious aid we have already Wpefienced,* W 
jis not forget, a» ttieil^dhdChiiftians>jx> impl6i^ 

Him. 
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Him to tu^n the hearts of our enemi^^ and to in- 
cline them to liften to orcrtures of juft and Ube* 
lal accommodation^ which they have hitherto re- 
je6):ed and defpifed^ May He convince them, 
amidft the ^lendor of their triumphs over le& 
£>rtunai^ nations than our own, and the infolence 
of ufurped power over their own people, that 
there is a potentate above all, who by His iingle 
£at, can ^^ abate their pride, aflwa^ their malice, 
^^ and confound their devices ;** — who can reduce 
them who now lord it over their brethren, to 
ihcir original iniignificance ; and teach thofe who 
defpife his ordinances and contemn his majefty, 
^^ that they are but the creatures of a day, while 
" he endureth for ever and ever/* 

And, O moft merciful God, while we offer up 
our petitions for our moil bitter foes, that they 
may be brought back to thy truth, and become 
inffHrod with fentiments of juftice and humanity, 
grant thy bleiling to our gracious king, and to all 
his fubjefts of every rank. Proteft them as with 
a Ihield from the adverfary ; profper their ho- 
neft endeavours to defend their native land from 
alj aggreflion ; crown their efforts with fuccefs ; 
and in thy good time, and by means inviiible to 
oa^t e]c^3> reftore them to the fweets of peace and 
permanent fecurity. And haften, O hailen thofe 
liappy ; days, ^^ when nation ihall no longer fight 

againft 
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